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1. Engagement 

1.1 Events 
 

Discovering the Landscape seminar series: February–March 2015 
 
 
 
 

 Total of 210 attendees to a series of 6 landscape 
themed lunch time seminars. 

 Each talk followed by a pop up exhibition of 
relevant archive and library material.   

 MERL’s most well attended lunch time seminar 
series to date. 
 
 

 
 

FOLAR Brenda Colvin study day and AGM: March 2015 
 34 attendees for the study day organised by FOLAR and hosted by MERL.   

 Pop up exhibition of related archive and library material.  
 Talks by MERL staff.  
 Duplicate book sale. 

 
MERL and LI Annual Lecture with James Corner: October 2015  
 

 300 Annual Lecture attendees (140 for the preceding drink reception). 
 Behind the scenes tours, introductions to the collections and the HLF 

supported redevelopment of the MERL galleries, two pop up exhibitions, 
hosted the meeting of the LI Council and AGM, FOLAR run duplicate book 
sale.  

 Live tweeted the event.  
 A successful and well attended joint LI and MERL event. 
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FOLAR New towns, Landscape and Gordon Patterson study day and AGM: 
March 2016 
 

 50 attendees for the study day 
organised by FOLAR and hosted by 
MERL.   

 Live tweeted the event and talks were 
broadcast live via periscope. 

 Extensive pop up exhibition of 
related archive and library material in 
the Reading Room. 

 Talks by MERL staff.  

 A chance to view the ‘Discovering the 
Landscape’ exhibition in the staircase 
hall: a selection of treasures from the 
LI archive and library collections.  

 
 

Discovering the Landscape treasures exhibition:   
Jan – March 2016 (MERL); April – June 2016 (University Library)  
 

 This display showcased a selection of important archive materials and 
books from the Landscape Institute collections, including rare books dating 
from the sixteenth century to the present day.  

 

Engraved plate of the Spring Cottage at Whiteknights (Hofland, 1819) on display in ‘Discovering the Landscape’ exhibition 
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1.2 Digital 

 
Website 

 Dedicated web pages for the LI collections were created on the MERL 
website.  These are regularly updated and include hand lists when 
available.  http://www.reading.ac.uk/merl/collections/Archives_A_to_Z/merl-
SR_LI.aspx) 

 

Social media 
 There have been over 1600 visits to blog posts in the monthly ‘Discovering 

the Landscape’ series.   

 The MERL blog receives an average of 20,000 visits per year.  (Unless a long 
departed mouse grabs international attention - in Feb 2016 alone, the 
MERL blog received 120,000 views).    

 

 Landscape themed tweets from @MERLReading have on several occasions 
been our monthly ‘top tweet’ (seen by most people) or ‘top media tweet’ 
(tweet seen by most people including an image). 

 In the period 2013-2016 our landscape themed tweets have reached nearly 
100,000 people, with approximately 1600 engagements.   

 

 In addition to the blog and twitter, we also promote our landscape 
collections through MERL’s Instagram, Tumblr and Pinterest channels.   

Example of an Instagram post based on the 'Discovering the 'Landscape' exhibition.  Sharing of our landscape themed 
collections and activities has been consistently popular across a range of MERL social media channels 

http://www.reading.ac.uk/merl/collections/Archives_A_to_Z/merl-SR_LI.aspx
http://www.reading.ac.uk/merl/collections/Archives_A_to_Z/merl-SR_LI.aspx
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1.3 Volunteers   
 

 
 
 

 In the period 2013-2016 
volunteers working on LI 
collections have contributed 
an impressive 10,000 hours 
to the project.  

 This includes tasks such as: 
book bib checking, book 
labelling, listing, indexing 
and digitising slides. 

 

 
 

 
 

1.4 Enquiries and visits  
 

 In the period 2013- 2016 we have received 150 enquiries relating to LI 
collections.  This represents over 60 hours of staff time.  

 Enquiries often relate to particular named collections, the history of the LI 
or particular sites.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteer activities (in this case digitising 
slides) have been popular features on our 
social media channels, such as Tumblr. 
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2. Library  
 
2.1 Books 

 Book cataloguing is 90% complete.  
 2500 books fully catalogued and available. 
 This includes over 30 books added to closed access. 

 In total, over 4500 books and pamphlet books have been cleaned and 
processed. 

 
2.2 Journals 

 Journal listing and deduplication is 100% complete.  
 70 journal titles (representing 22m of material) have been sorted, listed 

and made available. 

 The LI’s institutional journal is now available on site.  
 A volunteer is working to produce an index of articles in the LI’s 

institutional journal in a spreadsheet.   
 
2.3 Collections management 

 In order to make library items available, a range of other preliminary or 
support tasks must be completed.  This includes moving stock on to site 
from offsite storage, undertaking cleaning and repair work, deduplication, 
bib checking and labelling. 

 Planning for a move of the MERL Library to fully integrate LI books is being 
planned for 2016-2017.  This will also provide additional room for 
pamphlet books.    

 
 

 
 
 

 

Brenda Colvin’s inscription to the Jellicoe's, in 
the front cover of a 2nd edition of her ‘Land 
and Landscape’. 
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3. Archive  
 
3.1 Cataloguing / Acquisitions 
 

 The Landscape Institute collections held currently by MERL are 261.3 linear 
metres, of which only 127.1 linear metres came from the LI. 

 Therefore MERL has received an additional 134.2 linear metres archives 
relating to Landscape Architects since July 2013.   

 We have catalogued into our online system 145.7 linear metres of LI 
archives, fully sorted 56.2 linear metres and partially sorted 32.5 linear 
metres, far in excess of the original donation.  

 This leaves us 26.9 linear metres of archive collections still unprocessed 
which is 10% of the current total of Landscape Institute collections.  
 

3.2 Preservation and digitisation 
 

 We are repackaging items in archival quality material during cataloguing 
and sorting stages. More work on preservation will need to be 
accomplished during 2016-2017 and we would like to transfer oral history 
cassettes and VHS to digital if the budget is available. 

 We have concentrated on digitisation of LI slide collections and other 
digitisation when the need has arisen. However, we could consider 
undertaking further digitisation of collections during 2016-2017. 
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4. Partnerships 
 

 We have developed strong partnerships with both the LI and FOLAR.  
 The LI collections feature prominently in our conversations with academics 

as we explore potential areas of research and teaching interest. 

 We have identified multiple links between the LI’s collections and those of 
other organisations, such as CPRE, Campaign for National Parks and the 
Open Spaces Society, all held at MERL; these links could form the basis for 
future collaborations. 

 We have begun to engage with a wide range of organisations such as Parks 
and Gardens UK, the Garden Museum and Learning Through Landscapes.  

 
 
5. Budget 

 
Expenditure Current Projected to end of July 

2016 
Staffing £72,227 £77,395 
Storage, Equipment and 
supplies 

£9,969 £9,969 

Transport / technical £2494 £4,850 
Training £60 £60 
Catering £26 £26 
Confidential Waste 
disposal 

£54 £54 

Books purchased £88 £88 
Conservation £295 £295 
Events £1,138* £1,138 
Total  £86,351 £94,939 
   
Income Current  
Donations (including 
duplicate book sales) 

£4,957  

 

 It has been agreed that £1,120 will be added to the next grant, as the LI’s 
contribution to joint annual lecture costs. 


