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Introduction to Landscape Institute Scotland
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The Landscape Institute in Scotland represents over 450 professional landscape architect 
members working across Scotland in both urban and rural settings plus the new generation of 
members at various stages of their careers. 

We are collectively concerned with all scales of landscape design and landscape planning in, 
or associated with the built environment, for retaining, improving, regenerating and creation of 
quality landscape design in all places and settings. This can be anything from pocket parks to 
large scale urban regeneration projects to rural housing or industrial development projects and 
infrastructure including transport corridors, renewable energy generation projects and their 
transmission or forestry and woodland design and management. We are also involved in 
advising development planning at local and national scales as well as the landscape 
management decisions in special places such as Conservation Areas, National Parks and 
National and Regional Scenic Areas.



3

Scotland’s Landscape Charter 2010 And Scottish Landscape Forum

Source Scotland’s Landscape Charter 2010
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Scotland’s Landscape Charter 2010 And Scottish Landscape Forum

Source Scotland’s Landscape Charter 2010

Since 2006 UK has been a signatory country to the European Landscape 
Convention. 

As part of the recommendations for signatory countries to discuss the aims and 
objectives of the ELC, the Scottish Landscape Forum was convened to discuss 
pertinent issues affecting landscapes across the country and tasked with drawing 
up The Scottish Landscape Charter. This task was completed and published in 
2010 with signing up to the Charter invited to Scottish Government and all bodies 
with an interest in landscape. To date this has included 19 organisations but so 
far this has not included the Scottish Government. We will continue to work to 
convince all manifesto parties in next year’s elections that it is important for the 
Scottish Government to sign this document as it is essentially a statement about 
everyone’s desire to adequately steward and create quality environments for 
living, working and enjoying into the future. This would be in the inclusive spirit of 
the ELC which aims to cover all landscapes no matter what their condition or 
notoriety.



5

Scotland’s Landscape Charter 2010 And Scottish Landscape Forum

Outstanding Intentions

1 Government signing Scotland’s Landscape Charter

2 Appointing an impartial Landscape Advisor to the Scottish   
Government as is the case in other countries such as Holland

3 Reconvene a discussion and review forum for landscape 
matters to involve NGO’s and others to achieve inclusivity, LIS 
would be prepared to Chair such a forum if appropriate

Photo from Scotland’s Landscape Charter 2010
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Scotland’s Landscape Charter 2010 And Scottish Landscape Forum

Outstanding Intentions

Apart from wanting to see the Landscape charter signed by government there are 2 other 
outstanding intentions from the Landscape Forum which are

1
The appointment of an impartial Landscape Adviser to Scottish Government. There currently are 
no landscape advisers in government except for roads and there is no apparent ‘home’ for 
landscape policy and matters within other divisions or departments. As such it is seen that 
landscape matters tend to fall between stools and are not considered comprehensively in policy 
development.

2
Reconvene a discussion and review forum for landscape matters to involve NGO’s and others to 
achieve inclusivity. To date there has been no appetite for this to happen from SG, but we 
believe that it is a useful approach for discussing landscape matters that affect both urban and 
rural environments with those that are directly engaged with practical matters to be involved.

Photo from Scotland’s Landscape Charter 2010



7

A National Spatial Strategy for Wind Farm Development
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A National Spatial Strategy for Wind Farm Development

A National Spatial Strategy for Renewable Energy is urgently needed particularly for wind energy. We 
have a government policy intention for 100% energy demand to be covered by renewable energy by 
2020. We now understand that this is not necessarily a ceiling but more of a target that can be 
extended. To date we have a wide distribution of schemes (see map on left) with many more in the 
system not yet constructed, but with the intention as declared we estimate that land areas as indicated 
on image on right of slide will be needed with no clear direction of where these could/should be from a 
national perspective. It is not enough for this to be left to local authorities to decide on individual 
schemes with little or no strategic guidance especially where such areas straddle several local authority 
areas.

If our rural unbuilt landscapes are the raw material, if not the backbone of a large part of our tourism 
industry and rural economic viability/sustainability then we need to look at this issue much more 
strategically than to date.
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Landscape as a Key Component of the Land Use Strategy Review 2016 
and beyond
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Landscape as a Key Component of the Land Use Strategy Review 2016 
and beyond
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LIS would like to see the Review of the Land Use Strategy due in 2016 and stakeholder workshop 
consultations providing an opportunity for landscape matters included more comprehensively than in the 
current version. So far the Strategy appears to focus on land data gathering and land management issues 
related to agriculture and other land management practices without a clear recognition of the part that 
landscape amenities and resources contribute to stability of Scotland’s economy especially in rural areas. 
Economic sustainability for rural communities through tourism based on landscape qualities for example, 
nor the distinctiveness of landscape character in different parts of the country do not seem to be 
recognised in the current Land Use Strategy.
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Landscape Management as a Key Component of the Land Reform Bill 
Objectives and Intentions
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Landscape Management as a Key Component of the Land Reform Bill 
Objectives and Intentions
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LIS would suggest that The Land Reform Bill needs to focus on landscape management as well as 
future land ownership and will be looking at ways that this can be promoted through the new Bill 
and legislation.
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Biosecurity Procurement and Management Protocols particularly for Tree Health
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Biosecurity Procurement and Management Protocols particularly for Tree Health
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Trees are nearly always an important part of new place-making projects both in existing urban areas, regeneration of 
brown field sites and in rural settlements countrywide. 

Biosecurity of plant materials across the UK is currently a major issue of concern due to the threats posed by existing 
and new diseases and active spread of various pests cross the country.  Whilst LIS recognise that various initiatives 
such as tree health monitoring programmes and the intended Scottish Centre of Expertise on Plant Health are 
progressing on defining data needs and practicalities, it is clear that more urgent action is needed for application in 
Procurement and Management Protocols particularly for tree health both in new projects and existing urban and rural 
environments. The disease threats affecting various native tree species across Scotland, as well as pests now 
evident in various forestry timber crops, are now spreading further.

Forty years has passed from the first outbreaks of Dutch Elm Disease and we still cannot plant any native elm trees 
nor do we have a solution, it is now urgent that action is taken as part of Scotland’s response approach to the UK 
Plant Health Strategy in order to deal with the potential for the same situation to develop for our other native and 
exotic timber producing tree species as well as for all plant nursery stock movement and specification. 
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People and Place a Key part of Landscape Design
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People and Place a Key part of Landscape Design
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We very much welcome the Scottish Government’s Creating Places Policy 2013 and the recognition that 
landscape space is as important as the built fabric of creating new places. We also support the intended 
action plans flowing from this policy that are developing on place making generally. LIS would suggest to all 
political parties that landscape architects are well placed in their professional approach and skills and which 
concur with the identified approach outlined in the draft Place Standard. In fact it is the way we already work 
in our approach to helping facilitate and enable community desires and aspirations to be articulated by the 
community concerned, for improving or creating local spaces to achieve quality and appropriate landscape 
design of various spaces in both the urban environment and rural settlements. 


