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CHAIR’S REPORT  
 
Introduction 
 
It has been a another busy and hard working but rewarding 12 months for your Committee 
and also for all those who have given their time and expertise in helping and supporting the 
Committee  in achieving our objectives for the period. 
 
The main objective for 2013/14 was to continue raising awareness of and promoting 
landscape and the profession through involvement with other organizations, responding to and 
widening our involvement with consultations, organizing events and making sure that 
members were kept informed and involved.  In short we continued to make sure LIS was 
noticed, heard and involved. 
 
In November 2013 Dan Walker was co-opted to the Committee to fill the 12th and last seat on 
the Committee.  In December Rebecca Hughes took up her part time post of Policy and 
Development Officer.  This post is funded through LI Policy and Communications and we are 
delighted to have her experience, knowledge and contacts available to us. 
 
During the 12 months the Committee met 11 times alternating between Edinburgh and 
Glasgow.  Phil Mulligan, who took over from Alastair McCapra as LI CEO, in February 2014 
attended a lunch with members invited to represent all sectors in Scotland, the evening 
Committee meeting and a visit the next day to OPEN’s office, Phil was impressed with what 
we were doing and our ambitions.  The Committee meetings have all been working meetings 
with full agendas and to save Committee time we have Administration and Policy and 
Development Pre-Meetings.  Attendance at the meetings has been excellent and all minutes 
are on the website and circulated to a number of corresponding members. 
 
Rachel Tennant represented LIS on the LI Advisory Council (3 meetings).  Sue Evens sits on 
the LI Policy Committee, but does not represent LIS; however Sue and Rebecca liase.  I Chair 
the LI Technical Committee (3 meetings) and as such I am a member of the Board of Trustees 
(4 meetings).  Together this allows good communications between the LI and LIS on relevant 
matters.  There has been a meeting between the Devolved Nations Chairs which was attended 
by the President Sue Illman, the President Elect Noel Farrer, Phil Mulligan CEO and Paul 
Lincoln Head of Policy and Communications, and again this meeting was useful in respect of 
sharing of information and issues faced by Northern Ireland, Wales and Scotland.  Marc van 
Grieken became a member of the Technical Committee and Marc and I continue to sit on the 
GLVIA3 Panel of the Committee and we also represent LIS and the Committee on the SNH 
Steering Group reviewing the Visual Representation of Windfarms Good Practice Guidance. 
 
As far as the Committee is aware all points raised by members either at last years AGM or 
through emails and personal contact with a Committee member have been or are in the 
process of being dealt with as effectively as possible. 
 
Please read the Committee Minutes on the website as this will give you a good understanding 
of the range of work undertaken by the Committee and how the work is proceeding. 
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Administration 
 
Although Dr Carol McKenzie LIS Administrator was unwell for a period somehow the 
Committee managed to undertake some of her work, however we are glad she has recovered 
and is now back to working as normal.  Apart from her usual work Carol produced the 
thorough and comprehensive report of our Summer Conversation which has been well 
received. 
 
 
Policy and Development 
 
Rebecca has settled into her post and has organized responses to 2 consultations, has attended 
a number of events and made contact with several of organizations with whom we had no 
previous contact.  She is taking forward her work, organized in terms of 3 themes, the 
Landscape 2020 Initiative, Creating Places and Landscape Futures. 
 
 
Communication with Members 
 
Carol has finally managed to resolve LIS email addresses and has put out a number of emails 
to all members.  It is vitally important that members inform Carol and the LI of any change to 
their contact details. 
 
Carol and the Treasurer have maintained the website.  The website is monitored monthly and 
continues to be well used at a level greater than other Branches.  We are currently on the third 
round of comments on the testing of a new website, which when complete will eventually be 
made available to other Branches.  Once the new website is live the social media survey 
undertaken in 2013 will help us decide where to put our effort in communicating news and 
events and we will shortly be asking for photographs of projects we can put on a gallery on 
the opening page of the website.  We also have the LIS mailscotland working and continue to 
receive considerable email traffic. 
 
If members become aware of news and/or events that they think would be of interest to other 
members either as information on the website and/or through a mass email please let Carol 
know. 
 
 
Legal Advice and JCLI 
 
Legal advice is being provided to members by DWF Biggart Baillie in Glasgow and to date I 
am aware of two contacts. 
 
The JCLI CPD seminar was a success with 60 members attending, according to Colin Moore 
that is the most he has ever had at one of his seminars. 
 
 
Working with A+DS 
 
A+DS have been supportive of our activities and have provided us with space for meetings. 
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Conference and Cross Party Group on Architecture and the Built Environment 
 
The managing Change in Scotland’s Landscapes one year on review has taken place.  Bill 
Cairns has prepared an article for the September edition of the Journal which will include a 
series of articles on the Devolved Nations.  Alan Cameron is also preparing an article on Peter 
Daniel.  With the advice of the Conference Partners the Conference Organising Committee 
will be wound up and replaced by a new Committee chaired by LIS to take forward the 
Landscape 2020 Initiative which will pick up where the Scottish Landscape Forum left off. 
 
Bill Cairns and Sue Evans gave presentations to a meeting of the Scottish Parliamentary Cross 
Party Group on Architecture and the Built Environments devoted to landscape.  The 
Conference conclusions were put to the MSP’s present who undertook to take these up with 
the Cabinet Secretary.  The presentations and note of the meeting is on the website. 
 
 
Christmas Social Events 
 
Christmas Social Events were held in Glasgow and Edinburgh these were successful with 
around 75 members attending. 
 
 
Consultations 
 
Prior to Rebecca taking up her post we responded to 4 out of 5 Consultations in the year; 
some responses are very detailed, and all responses are on the website.  The main 
consultations were from the Scottish Government on the National Planning Framework 
(NPF3) and Scottish Planning Policy (SPP), City of Glasgow Council on their Residential 
Design Guide and City of Edinburgh Council on Trees in the City.  In all cases we advocated 
a much higher profile for landscape. 
 
 
Education 
 
Once again we supported the ESALA degree students show and the putting of photographs of 
the show on the website.  Alan Cameron presented 2 prizes at the show. 
 
We have prepared an interactive DVD, for distribution and use by every secondary school in 
Scotland and other educational establishments and organizations with an interest in landscape.  
The contents are on the website (About Us/LIS Presentation) and will be distributed with a 
flyer offering a member to come to the school to talk about landscape and a career in 
landscape architecture. 
 
We have also prepared a draft flyer for handing out at this years degree show encouraging 
students to join the LI. 
 
 
Involvement with Other Organizations 
 
We continue to have members involved with Design Panels in Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Inverness, Fife and Aberdeen; thanks are due to the members involved for their time and 
contribution to the panels. We know this is appreciated by the various Councils. 
 
Apart from the various workshops and seminars we have been invited to attend we are 
formally represented on the RTPI Planning Forum, the Scottish Parlimentary Cross Party 
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Group on Architecture and the Built Environment, a joint RTPI/RIAS/RICS Urban Design 
Group Working Group and the SUDS Working Group. 
 
A number of other organisations are now sending us notices of events and in each case a 
decision is taken as to putting it on the website, mailing members or both. 
 
 
Achievement Award 
 
We set up the Life Time Achievement award to recognize and give publicity to members who 
have made significant contributions to the landscape and the profession in Scotland over their 
working lifetime, however we have decided to broaden this award into a more general 
Achievement Award.  We have not made an award this year but will setup a Committee to 
consider the award in 2014/15. 
 
New Fellows 
 
During the year Sue Evans, Marc van Grieken, Nigel Hackett, Rachel Tennant and James 
Welch become fellows. 
 
 
The Coming Year 
 
As you will have seen from our Draft Business Plan 2014-2020 submitted to the LI we have 
an ambitious programme of Activities proposed for 2014/15 and beyond.  As a result your 
committee will be busy and we would appreciate your continued support and enthusiasm to 
build on what we have already achieved this year in increasing members’ involvement and in 
raising the profile of landscape and the profession in Scotland. 
 
Our objective for 2014/15 is to involve all sectors of membership in our activities, to increase 
our communications with members by using the new website and social media, increase our 
profile through judging competitions, encouraging members to participate in competitions, 
running our own competitions and ensuring that all entries to competitions are published. 
 
You can see from the Draft Business Plan how we have reconciled our themes with those of 
the LI putting members first.  Along with Recognition and Promotion we wish to promote 
Design and Placemaking. 
 
Our planned activities include Placemaking Competitions, a visit to the Commonwealth 
Games sites, the Landscape Futures Lecture, talks on GLVIA3: The Scottish Experience, 
Scenic By-ways in the USA and Scottish Scenic Routes, CIRIA CPD on Urban Trees, LI 
CPD on Infrastructure, Health, Housing and Water Management, preparations for the 
Architecture Festival in 2016 and The Year of History, Heritage and Archaeology in 2017. 

Chair's Report 30-03-14 4 MT 30-03-14 


