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Key Findings

Scotland’s Landscapes are a 
unique national asset

Goal: to commit the nation to a
heroic, knowledgeable, careful 
and courageous vision

Recommended Actions

Develop a coherent, flexible, 
adaptable and implementable 
national policy on landscape



Key Findings

Adopt a non-prescriptive 
approach

Incorporation of landscape 
considerations  into 
environmental assessment 
methodologies and planning 
protocols

Recommended Actions

Re-establish the Scottish
Landscape Forum



Key Findings

Significance of the landscape as 
the primary component in 
development decision making

Recommended Actions

Promote landscape values as 
the principal factor in 
development decisions 



Key Findings

National landscape response to climate
change required

Major investment required to identify 
cause-effect relationships between 
climate change and the effects on 
biodiversity

Determine key macro-economic
influences

Recommended Actions

Adapt national and regional 
plans to reflect the impact of 
global economic  and climate 
change on Scotland’s 
Landscapes



Key Findings

Safeguard and enhance the quality 
of Scottish landscapes

Promote higher level 
understanding of the significance 
of landscape conservation and 
management

Recommended Actions

Revisit government policy 
statements relating to 
landscape quality, health and 
economics, strengthen the 
wording of commitments and 
specify implementation
measures
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Alford, Aberdeenshire



Key Findings

Equal weight of ecology and 
landscape aesthetics in developing 
decisions

Recognise landscape mitigation as 
a legitimate component

Promote development of local 
green infrastructure

Recommended Actions

Achieve balanced policies and 
decisions in terms of nature 
conservation and visual 
landscape quality



Key Findings

Higher quality of design and 
place-making in new 
developments

Create a built and natural 
environment fostering human 
development in pursuit of 
communal harmony

Recommended Actions

Reformulate planning and 
design criteria-achieve ‘a sense 
of place’



Key Findings

Consider the means and values to 
procure landscape services

Top level landscape experts are 
frequently excluded due to the 
nature and large scale of the 
design build contracts

Recommended Actions

Priority action required by 
government on selection 
methods and standards in the 
procurement of design services



Key Findings

Implementation measures in the 
management of change were 
found to be deficient

Recommended Actions

Reconstitute the Scottish 
Landscape Forum



Key Findings

Vertical and horizontal integration 
of interdisciplinary professionals 

Recommended Actions

Preparation of Public 
Engagement Plans to ensure 
multi-stakeholder engagement



Forest Plantation, Invertrossachs
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Sheep grazing at Scraesburgh Farm



Key Findings

Establish strategic spatial 
guidance on go and no-go areas 
for the siting of new and large 
installations in the landscape

Create spatial frameworks for the 
siting of wind farms in 
development plans

Recommended Actions

Establish a national planning 
policy for the siting of onshore 
and offshore wind farms



Key Findings

Threat of new plant diseases 
combined with climate stress

Field margins are a fundamental 
component of landscape structure 
(loss of hedgerows)

Recommended Actions

Establish a national programme 
for the regeneration of 
agriculture, woodlands, wider 
field margins based on 
ecological principles to replace 
hedgerow loss



Key Findings

Create coherent value models 
capable of continual assessment 
of landscape change

Expand Landscape Character 
Assessment to include cultural 
and community values

Recommended Actions

Preparation of Landscape
Intervention Plans to address 
critical problem areas



Key Findings

Reinforce the significance of
standards and services

Identify, articulate, promote and 
implement the positive
opportunities inherent in design 
led solutions

Recommended Actions

Modelling of criteria and 
benchmarking to agreed
national standards



Key Findings

Cooperation between the 
Profession and the Schools of 
Landscape Architecture and Land 
Resource Management

Develop leadership qualities in 
aspiring managers of landscape 
change

Recommended Actions

Raise the level of investment 
for the further development 
academic programmes in 
Landscape Architecture and 
Land Resource Management



Flotta Oil Terminal, Orkney Islands



Flotta Oil Terminal, Orkney Islands



Megget Reservoir, Selkirk



Megget Reservoir, Selkirk
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The signing by 

government of Scotland’s 

Landscape Charter

Definition of the Terms of 

Reference and 

constitution  for and re-

establishment of the 

Scottish Landscape Forum

Introduction of a National 

Landscape Review body 

on lines similar to those 

in the Netherlands

Appointment of an 

independent Landscape 

Advisor to government to 

oversee all the above

Appointment of a 

landscape architect to the 

Board of Architecture + 

Design Scotland



Thank  you! 

Any questions?

The full Conference Proceedings comprising some 154 pages are available to be 
downloaded from http:// www.landscapescotland2012.com


